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“One of my oldest crusades is against the distinction between thought and feeling,
which is really the basis of all anti-intellectual views: the heart and the head, thinking
and feeling, fantasy and judgment ... and I don’ tbelieveit’ strue....lhavethe
impression that thinking is a form of feeling and that feeling is a form of thinking.”

Susan Sontag, one of the most internationally renowned and controversial
intellectuals of the latter half of the twentieth century, still provokes. In 1978 Jonathan
Cott, a founding contributmE editor of Rolling Stone magazine, interviewed Sontag first
in Paris and later in New York. Only a third of their twelve hours of discussion ever
made it to print. Now, more than three decades later, Yale University Press is proud to
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publish the entire transcript of Sontag” s remarkable conversation, accompanied by
Cott’ s preface and recollections.

Sontag’ s musmﬁs and observations reveal the passionate engagement and breadth
of her critical intelligence and curiosities at a moment when she was at the peak of her
powers. Nearly a decade after her death, these hours of conversation offer a revelatory
and irlwdispensable look at the self-described "besotted aesthete"” and "obsessed
moralist.’

“I'really believe in history, and that’ s something people don” t believe in anymore. |
know that what we do and think is a historical creation. .. .We were given a vocabulary
that came into existence at a particular moment. So when | go to a Patti Smith concert,
I enjoy,ﬁarticipate, appreciate, and am tuned in better because I’ ve read
Nietzsche.”

“There’ s noincompatibility between observing the world and being tuned into this
electronic, multimedia, multi-tracked, McLuhanite world and enj ;ﬁmg what can be
enjoyed. I love rock and roll. Rock and roll changed my life. .. .You know, to tell you the
truth, I think rock and roll is the reason | got divorced. | think it was Bill Haley and the
Comets and Chuck Berry that made me decide that | had to get a divorce and leave the

academic world and start a new life.”

TEE 4.

Jonathan Cott is the author of numerous books, including most recently Days That I'll
Remember: Spending Time with John Lennon and Yoko Ono. He lives in New York City.
Susan Sontag gained immediate prominence with the publication of her first book of
essays, Against Interpretation, in 1966. She went on to write many more books,
including On Photography and lllness as Metaphor which were translated into more
than two dozen languages. She died in December, 2004,
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"There should always be freelance people who, however quixotic it may be, are trying
to lop off a couple of more heads, trying to destroy hallucination and falsehood and
dema%ogy - and making things more complicated, because there's an inevitable drift
towards making things more simple."

Susan Sontag had a 12 hours of conversation with Jonathan Cott in the October 4,
1979. They, or Sontag mostly, expressed their opinions on and thoughts of cancer and
mortality, the music of R&R, cultural feminism, writing and living in NYC. | admire her
not orgjly her literary criticism, also her personality. Like a mentor, a mother never
existed.

"I hate seeing myself as a victim. It was my choice, and | don't like blaming other
people becauseit's so much easier to change oneself than to change other people.”
That's why I adore this woman so much!
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