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In 1856, the English photographer Francis Frith set out on the first of three tours of
Egypt and the Holy Lands. Traveling up the Nile and then on to the Sinai, Palestine,
Syria, and Lebanon, Frith systematically crafted exquisite pictures of ruins, landscapes,
and legendary sites. He then published his views in England and America in a variety of
formats, becoming something of a celebrity in photographic circles. This book, the first
to place Frith's Egyptian and Levantine images in cultural context, reveals the distinct
meanings these ostensibly "topographic" pictures held for the photographer and his
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Victorian audience.A Quaker by birth and an entrepreneur by nature, Frith brought to
his photographic projects a sense of mission: to revive and confirm the stories of the
Bible, while offering the region to armchair travelers as a seamless Oriental milieu of
Romantic reverie. "Francis Frith in Egypt and Palestine" narrates the political,
intellectual, and social concerns that make Frith representative of England's encounter
with the East in the nineteenth century. Historian of photography Douglas R. Nickel
brings a sophisticated interdisciplinary approach to bear on the subject in order to
expose the complexity of Frith's image-making, setting the photographs against a
Victorian backdrop of religious debate, imperialist thought, Romantic philosophy, and
Pre-Raphaelite aesthetics.
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标签

评论

维多利亚时期的地理大发现，francis
frith是那个时代科考摄影中较为出色的，但这些照片如何进入艺术史还需要更多地从照
片本身入手。
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