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"Lewis and Clark Revisited" takes us on a stunning visual journey through
contemporary America. Almost ten years ago photographer Greg MacGre%or began his
journey, camera in hand, following the rivers west and, like Lewis and Clark, he found a
country 'transformed by generations of human habitation'. In photographs that range
from remarkable and beautiful views to powerful and unsettling images of decay, from
the gently humorous to the deeply elegiac, MacGregor's eye never strays from its
search for ways to see and understand the American landscape and the people who
shaped it. Like others drawn to the story of the expedition, MacGregor found
inspiration in the writings of Lewis and Clark. Their journals provided him with another
lens through which to look, the lens of history, and he used their words as his
%uidebook to follow the human imprint on the old route. The book includes many

elightful and revealing extracts from theJoumals. These historical texts take us back
to the time of Lewis and Clark while they illuminate the world represented in
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MacGregor's contemporary photographs. The interplay of words and images reveals
the multiple faces of the landscape and reminds us of the origins of this great story two
hundred years ago. "Lewis and Clark Revisited" offers rare insight into the American
experience, asking us to examine, as Ronda aptly puts it, 'who we were then, who we
are now, and who we might become'. An exhibition of photographs from "Lewis and
Clark Revisited" is travelling to more than fifteen cities throughout the United States as
part of the nationwide commemoration of the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial.The
venues include the Washington State Historical Society, Sioux City Art Center, Jefferson
National Expansion Memorial, and Philadelphia Museum of Art, among others. "Two
centuries after Lewis and Clark the signs of change are everywhere across the wide
Missouri. And they are everywhere in Greg MacGregor's photographs. Rather than
artfully screening out dams, power lines, and amusement parks, his images challenge
us to confront our romantic notions about the West.These photographs call out to us,
asking us to move beyond nostalgia for an imaginary past or bitterness about a
seemingly cluttered present to ac novvled%e the presence of the daily ordinary - what
historian John Brinckerhoff Jackson describes as 'the vernacular landscape. ' ‘A
{'oumey on the Lewis and Clark trail today takes us into the heart of that vernacular
andscape, countries both ordinary and filled with wonder' - from the Introduction by
James P. Ronda. Greg MacGregor is professor of photo%raphy at California State
University, Haywood, and author of "Overland: The California Emigrant Trail of
1841-1870". His work has been exhibited throughout the United States and abroad.
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