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American no longer expect Eublic figures, whether in speech or in writing, to command
the English Ian%uage with skill and gift. Nor do they aspire to such command
themselves. In his latest book, Doing Our Own Thing. The Degradation of language and
Music and why we should like, care, John McWhorter, a linguist and controversialist of
mixed liberal and conservative views, sees the triumph of 1960s counter-culture as
responsible for the decline of formal English.
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