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The definitive account of how multinational corporations have seized control of
intellectual property rights. In a few short years, the battle over intellectual property
rights has emerged from obscurity to become front-page news. The
continent-hopping, three-year court battle fought by activists to bring cheap versions
of desperately needed AIDS drugs to South Africa is but one example of how this
seemingly arcane area of international regulation has become a crucial battleground
in the twenty-first century and is animating activists the world over. This powerful book
is the definitive history of how the new global intellectual property regime--the
rulebook for the knowledge economy--came to be. Drawing on more than five years of
research and more than five hundred interviews with key figures--including negotiators
for First and Third World countries, leaders of multinational corporations, and
public-interest experts, "Information Feudalism" uncovers the story of how a small
coterie of multi-national corporations wrote the charter for the global information
order. "Information Feudalism" is an authoritative history of the demise of the world's
intellectual commons, and a potent call for democratic property rights.
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评论

还是再加一星。非常informative，针对IP全球化的公民社会抗争有很广的面相，穷困地
区公共卫生campaign会涉及关键药物被知识产权抬价问题，印度农民和程序员会共同
为open source (be it biotech or
software）抗争，这些都是建立不同阶层间连结非常具体化的机会，这可能是一个长期
的公共教育和动员过程（毕竟侵犯知识产权即偷窃已经深入人心，而且发展中国家的a
ntitrust authority没有那么强，加上新兴强国you know
what又在积极利用IP这个权力工具来搅屎棍固化不平等），但是从动员framing的层面
看大有可为。
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