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When Arthur Gochman filed a class action suitin 1968 on behalf of San Antonio school
children, he and his clients were directly challenging the inequality of education
funding in Texas. They argued that quality education, not merely basic schoolin%, was
a constitutional right, and a district court agreed. But the Supreme Court overruled
that decision, signaling a halt to the idea that the Constitution contained a right to an
equal education and marking an important transition from the Warren to the Burger
Court. Paul Sracic assesses the impact of this 5-4 decision. His is the first book to
consider Rodriguez, tracing its progress from inception through appeal to provide a
fascinating account of the legal maneuvering of the two sides--and a lesson in the
limits of judicial solutions to discrimination in education. Sracic brings together the
varied strands in this complex case, while clarifying the positions on both sides of the
conflict. Justice Lewis Powell argued that education was not a constitutionally


http://www.allinfo.top/jjdd

protected right and that the Equal Protection Clause does not require absolute
equality or&arecisely equal advantages, while dissenting Justice Thurgood Marshall
called the decision a retreat from America's commitment to equal opportunity that
denigrated Brown v. Board of Education. Sracic interviewed Demetrio Rodriguez, the
parent whose name headlined the original suit, along with several students involved in
the case. He also delved into Justice Powell's papers to show the influence of his prior
experience championing local rather than state control over education and his fear of
centralization's potential constraint on states' rights. In the wake of Rodriguez, the
issue of schoolfunding acquired a much higher national profile, even as efforts to
reform it struggled toward varied degrees of success. Sracic's very readable account
unravels the complex legal doctrine that links this vitally important case to the
Fourteenth Amendment's guarantee of equal protection--and argues that one cannot
fully grasp the scope of that amendment without fully understanding Rodriguez.
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