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Throughout American history, the government has used U.S. citizenship and
inwwﬂgraﬂonlavvto;NtmectpHvHe%pcigm)upsfmwnlessFJHvHe ed ones, using
citizenship as a "legitimate" proxy for otherwise invidious, and often unconstitutional,
discrimination on the basis of race. While racial discrimination is rarely legally
acceptabkatoda{;proﬂHng()nthelaasB<3fdthnshipissﬁHlargeu/unchecked,and
has in fact arguably increased in the wake of the September 11 terror attacks on the
United States. n this thoughtful examination of the intersection between American
immigration and constitutional law, Victor C. Romero draws our attention to a
"constitutional immigration law paradox" that reserves certain rights for U.S. citizens
only, while simultaneously purporting to treat all people fairly under constitutional law
regardless of citizenship. As a naturalized Filipino American, Romero brings an
outsider's perspective to Alienated, forcing us to look at constitutional immigration law
from the vantage point of people whose citizenship status is murky (either legally or
from the viewpoint of other citizens and lawmakers), including foreign-born adoptees,
undocumented immigrants, tourists, foreign students, and same-gender bi-national
partners. Romero endorses an equality-based reading of the Constitution and
advocates a new theoretical and practical approach that protects the individual rights
of non-citizens without sacrificing their personhood.
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