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"Child Custody Litigation: Allegations of Child Sexual Abuse" is an invaluable resource
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for forensic mental health professionals involved with conducting custody evaluations
in family court proceedings. Each of the book's five chapters reviews an important
component of the evaluation process when allegations of child sexual abuse have
been made, moving beyond the description of each parent's psychological functioning
and parenting capacity, the identity and needs of the child, and the parent's ability to
meet those needs. The book's contributors examine the organizational structure of a
child custody evaluation, the meanings of sexual behaviours demonstrated by
children, descriptions of sex offender assessment instruments, the usefulness of
Rorschach examinations, and observations from presiding judges. "Child Custody
Litigation" is one of the few resources to tackle this difficult forensic area. This unique
book examines the myths concerning the occurrence of child sexual abuse and victim
characteristics, the basic principles of a sex offender evaluation, and the ways
evaluators craft their evaluations and testimony to assist the Court. Contributors also
look at the relationship of sexual behaviour to sexual abuse, domestic violence,
physical abuse, family sexuality, behaviour problems, reporter characteristics, and age
and gender of the child. "Child Custody Litigation" is essential as a professional aid in
conducting and analysing child custody evaluations in family court proceedings.
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