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Since its inception in 1915, the Best American series has become the premier annual
showcase for the country's finest short fiction and nonfiction. For each volume, a series
editor reads pieces from hundred of periodicals, then selects between fifty and a
hundred outstanding works. That selection is pared down to the twenty or so very best
pieces by a guest editor who is widely recognized as a leading writer in his or her field.
This unique system has helped make the Best American series the most respected --
and most popular -- of its kind. The Best American Science and Nature Writing 2003,
edited by Richard Dawkins, is another "eloquent, accessible, and even illuminating"
collection (Publishers Weekly). Here are the best and brightest writers on science and
nature, writing on such wide-ranging subjects as astronomy's new stars, archaeology,
the Bible, "terminal” ice, and memory faults. Natalie Angier Timothy Ferris lan Frazier
Elizabeth F. Loftus Steven Pinker Oliver Sacks Steven Weinberg Edward O. Wilson
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