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The little girl performed her long journey in safety; and at Northampton was met by
Mrs. Norris, who thus regaled in the credit of being foremost to welcome her, and in the
importance of leading her in to the others, and recommending her to their kindness.
Fanny Price was at this time just ten years old, and though there might not be much in
her first appearance to captivate, there was, at least, nothing to disgust her relations.
She was small of her age, with no glow of complexion, nor any other striking beauty;
exceedingly timid and shy, and shrinking from notice; but her air, though awkward, was
not vulgar, her voice was sweet, and when she spoke her countenance was pretty. Sir
Thomas and Lady Bertram received her very kindly; and Sir Thomas, seeing how much
she needed encouragement, tried to be all that was conciliating: but he had to work
against a most untoward gravity of deportment; and Lady Bertram, without taking half
so much trouble, or speaking one word where he spoke ten, by the mere aid of a
good-humored smile, became immediately the less awful character of the two. . . .
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| decided to close read/reread Jane Austen's novels, started from Pride and Prejudice
and now finished Mansfield Park. Pride and Prejudlce is more witty and funny (and
more popular). But Mansfield Park gets its credit onmoral discipline, reflecting change
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