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Encompassing a period of almost fifty years, the stories of Henry James represent the
most remarkable feat of sustained literary creation in modern times. For sheer
richness, variety and intensity, they have no equal in fiction, enabling us to trace the
evolution of a great writer in the finest detail. This collection reprints all the major
stories together with many unfamiliar but equally intriguing pieces that illuminate their
more celebrated companions.

Volume 1 covers the period from 1866 to 1891, the years in which James was evolving
and perfecting his art as a storyteller. It includes such well-known masterpieces as
“Daisy Miller,” ‘The Aspern Papers,” “The Siege of London,” and “The Lesson
of the Master,” and many other tales in which James established his favorite
characters and situations: the American girl in Europe, the solitary observer, the social
climber, the literary lion.
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