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Within a mere decade, hospital pharmacies throughout the Tibetan areas of the
People’ s Republic of China have been convertedinto pharmaceutical companies.
Confronted with the logic of capital and profit, these companies now produce
commodities for a nationwide market. While these developments are depicted as a big
success in China, they have also been met with harsh criticism in Tibet. At stake is a
fundamental (re-)manufacturing of Tibetan medicine as a system of knowledge and
practice. Being imEortant both to the agenda of the Party State’ s policies on Tibet
and to Tibetan sell-understanding, the Tibetan medicine industry has become an
arena in which different visions of Tibet’ s future clash.
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Martin Saxer received a PhD in Social and Cultural Anthropology from the University of
Oxford and is currently a Marie Curie Fellow at the Ludwig Maximilian University of
Munich. Since 2003, he has worked on the history and contemporary practice of
Tibetan medicine in Russia (Buryatia) and Tibet. He is the director of the documentary
film  “Journeys with Tibetan Medicine’ and runs the visual ethnography blog
theotherimage.com.
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legibility, assemblage, authenticity, disenchantment + re-enchantment, aesthetics of
industrial production, moral economy, Tibetan-ness...
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