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Cuneiform records made some three thousand years ago are the basis for this essay on
the ideas of death and the afterlife and the story of the flood which were current
among the ancient peoples of the Tigro-Euphrates Valley. With the same careful
scholarship shown in his previous volume, "The Babylonian Genesis," Heidel interprets
the famous Gilgamesh Epic and other related Babylonian and Assyrian documents. He
compares them with corresponding portions of the Old Testament in order to
determine the inherent historical relationship of Hebrew and Mesopotamian ideas.
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评论

1946年第一版，1949年第二版。译文部分现在读起来意义不大，因为有更完整的本子
。研究部分感觉一般，作者不承认创世记的造人和洪水故事承袭古代巴比伦神话传统，
但讨论不甚有力。这本书似乎是打字稿直接排版，读着累眼。译文中不雅的段落居然还
用拉丁文顶替。【方志彤赠书】
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Only read "The Epic of Gilgamesh", did not have time to finish the "Death and Afterlife"
and "The Story of the Flood" sections. University of Chicago has a spectacular ancient
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Near East museum, everyone who's interested in ancient Egyptian and Mesopotamian
civilization need to visit it.
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