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SISTER OUTSIDER presents essential writings of black poet and feminist writer Audre
Lorde, an influential voice in 20th century literature. In this varied collection of essays,
Lorde takes on sexism, racism, ageism, homophobia, and class, and propounds social
difference as a vehicle for action and change. Her prose is incisive, unflinching, and
lyrical, offering a message of struggle but also of hope?one that still resonates with us
after more than 20 years. This commemorative edition is, in Lorde's own words, a call
to 7never close our eyes to the terror, to the chaos which is Black which is creative
which is female which is dark which is rejected which is messy which'is. .. .?

TEENE:

Audre Lorde is a revolutionary Black feminist. Lorde's poetry was published very
regularly during the 1960s — in Langston Hughes' 1962 New Negro Poets, USA; In
several foreign anthologies; and in black literary magazines. During this time, she was
politically active in civil rights, anti-war, and feminist movements. Her first volume of
poetry, The First Cities (1968), was published by the Poet's Press and edited by Diane di
Prima, a former classmate and friend from Hunter College High School. Dudley
Randall, a poet and critic, asserted in his review of the book that Lorde "does not wave
a black flag, but her blackness is there, implicit, in the bone."

Her second volume, Cables to Rage (1970), which was mainly written during her tenure
at Tougaloo College in Mississippi, addressed themes of love, betrayal, childbirth and
the complexities of raising children. It is particularly noteworthy for the poem "Martha",
in which Lorde poetically confirms her homosexuality: "[W]e shall love each other here
ifever atall." Later books continued her political aims in lesbian and gay rights, and
feminism. In 1980, together with Barbara Smith and Cherrie Moraga, she co-founded
Kitchen Table: Women of Color Press, the first U.S. publisher for women of colour.
Lorde was State Poet of New York from 1991 to 1992.
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Audre Lorde, “Poetryis Not a Luxury”
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In order to perpetuate itself, every oppression must corrupt or distort those various
S%UYC@S of power within the culture of the oppressed that can provide energy for
change

Move away from White western feminism, the Black feminists feel like they are
underrepresented or falsely represented. There values are degraded according to
white normative. Intersectionality is thus vital in the diversity of feminisms, according
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