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Franz Kafka (1883-1924) has come to be one of the most influential writers of the
twentieth century. Born into a Jewish middle-class family in Prague, Bohemia, Kafka
was in many ways a solitary figure, isolated in his own mind from any true community
of friendship and alienated from his own Jewish heritage. Kafka's writings reflect his
inner turmoil, and his novels became a symbol of the anxiety and alienation that
pervaded much of twentieth-century society.The Myth of Power and the Self brings
together Walter Sokel's most significant essays on Kafka written over a period of
thirty-one years, 1966-1997. This volume begins with a discussion of Sokel's 1966
pamphlet on Kafka and a summary of his 1964 book, Tragik und Ironie (Tragedy and
Irony), which has never been translated into English, and includes several essays
published in English for the first time. Sokel places Kafka's writings in a very large
cultural context by fusing Freudian and Expressionist perspectives and incorporating
more theoretical approaches -- linguistic theory, Gnosticism, and aspects of Derrida --
into his synthesis.This superb collection of essays by one of the most qualified Kafka
scholars today will bring new understanding to Kafka's work and will be of interest to
literary critics, intellectual historians, and students and scholars of German literature
and Kafka.
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