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Louise Erdrich, following in the Native American narrative tradition has, crafted
endurmg tales of homecomings. Her widely acclaimed debut novel "Love Medicine"
garnered prestigious awards, and quickly made its vvaionto bestseller lists and into
readers' hearts. In this full-length critical volume, Stookey uncovers the layers of
wisdom and humor embedded in Erdrich's engaging writing. Stookey, analyzing each
novel in turn, examines the characters and themes that recur in Erdrich's canon of
interconnected stories. This insightful analysis helps students and lovers of fine
literature approach Erdrich's work with greater appreciation for her bold narrative
style. This study begins with a fascinating biographical account, tracing early
influences in Louise Erdrich's life. The subsequent chapter discusses Erdrich's place in
literary tradition, as a novelist, a poet, and a storyteller. It also offers lucid analysis of
how Erdrich skillfull% manages to reconcile traditional and experimental approaches to
the construction of her novels. A full chapter then examines each novel in terms of
literar% style, plot, character development, and theme. Alternate critical approaches to
Erdrich's writing are also given for each of her six major works to date. A bibliography
and lists of general criticism, biographical sources, and reviews complete this volume,
making it an indispensable resource for any reader seeking to develop a greater
understanding of Erdrich's writings.
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