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This revision of a widely adopted critical edition presents the 1831 text of Mary

Shelley” s English Romantic novel along with critical essays that introduce students to
Frankenstein from contemporary psdvchoanalytic, Marxist, feminist, gender, and
cultural studies perspectives. An additional essay demonstrates how various critical
perspectives can be combined. In the second edition, 3 of the 6 essays are new. The
text and essays are complemented by contextual documents, introductions (with
bibliographies), and a glossary of critical and theoretical terms.
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Written by a woman, Frankenstein or, The Modern Prometheus surprisingly arouse a

horror that is in-depth and profound. And these three lines from Paradise Lost serve as
the essence of this book: Did | request thee, Maker, from my clay // To mould me Man,
did I solicit thee // From darkness to promote me? (PL, Book X, 743 - 45)

1) A narrative within a narrative (Walton > Victor > Elizabeth > the monster > Victor >
Walton). How reliable, then, are narratives? 2) Victor and the monster are the two sides
of one person, sharing conflicting, binary qualities: creation vs. creator (with a capital
C?), victim vs. perpetrator, nature vs. artificiality. FrodoFGollum=Itt 1= A BIAE1A
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In literature, writers often %wde readers to favor protagonists by using names of the
main characters as titles of their works; such examples include

Beowulf, Macbeth, and Jane Eyre. In the gothic novel Frankenstein, Mary Shelley
likewise tries to gather h...
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Shelley's story shows interesting connection between creator and its creation. The
monster and Frankenstein share similar character in some aspects: both of them are
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