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Out Of History Is The First Book to appear on the work of award-winning Irish author
Sebastian Barry. Barry began publishing at the early age of 25, and his work represents
another 25 years of short stories, poems, works for children, and most notably plays
and novels. His play The Steward of Christendom became canonical in Ireland on'its
first appearance in 1995 and was absorbed into the contemporary repertoire abroad.
His recent novel It's a Long Long Way has received the utmost critical attention and
was nominated for the Man-Booker prize in London. Barry is recognized as one of
Ireland's greatest living writers and his works now appear regularll on syllabuses in
U.S. colleges in Irish Studies and in Drama departments. This book, edited by Christina
Hunt Mahony, presents twelve essays that trace the development of the writer's career
and the individual achievement of his works, concentrating largely, but not exclusively,
on the plays. The essays address Barry's engagement with the contemporary cultural
debate in Ireland and also with issues that inform postcolonial critical theory. The
essays in this volume include contributions from the most prominent of Irish Studies
critics from Ireland, Britain, and the United States. Among the contributors are two

rize-winning novelists, a historian and recent biographer of the poet W. B. Yeats, a
ormer editor of Poetry Ireland, and several theatre historians and critics. The range
and selection of contributors to this volume has ensured a high level of critical
expression and an insightful assessment of Barry and his works.
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