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Upward of fifty names of the highest nobility, beginning with the Prince de Ligne, and
including cardinals, archbishops, dukes, marquises, etc., together with ladies of equal
rank, were signed to this petition. By one of the caprices of human pride and vanity, it
became an object of ambition to get enrolled among the illustrious suppliants; a kind
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of testimonial of noble blood, to prove relationship to a murderer The Marquis de
Crequi was absolutely besieged by applicants to sign, and had to refer their claims to
this singular honor, to the Prince de Ligne, the grandfather of the Count.
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