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This bestseller balances a comprehensive and up-to-date anthology of major
documents in literary criticism and theory -- from Plato to the present -- with the most
thorough editorial support for understanding these challenging readings.
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Matthew Arnold in The Function of Criticism at the Present Time says, "Everybody ...
would be willing to admit, as a general proposition, that the critical faculty is lower
than the inventive. But is it true that criticism is really, in itself, a baneful an...
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