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Raymond Williams' prolific output is increasingly recognised as the most influential
body of work on literary and cultural studies in the past fifty years. This book provides
the most comprehensive study to date of the theoretical and historical context of
Williams' thinking on literature, politics and culture. John Higgins traces: * Williams'
intellectual development * the related growth of a New Left cultural politics * the
origins of the theory and practice of cultural materialism. Raymond Williams is an
astonishing achievement and will challenge many received ideas about Williams' work.
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