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This new study examines the Mississippi's role in the imagination of the times and
explores its cultural position in antebellum literature, art, thought, and national life.
From Thomas Jefferson's vision of the Mississippi to Andrew Jackson and the rowdy
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river culture of the nineteenth century, Smith charts the river's shifting importance in
the making of the nation. He explores the accounts of European travelers including
Frances Trollope, Charles Dickens, and William Makepeace Thackeray, whose views
were heavily influenced by the world of the steamboat and plantation slavery. He also
discusses the importance of visual representations of the Mississippi to reveal ways the
river echoed notions of manifest destiny and westward movement. Finally, Smith's
epilogue provides a discussion of the Mississippi during the Civil War and an
introduction to Mark Twain.
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Thomas Ruys
Smiths是英国东安格利亚大学美国研究学院讲师。他的主要研究方向是19世纪美国文
学和文化，美国音乐史，核心研究部分是密西西比河流域的美国文学和文化。
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