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In January 2001, a scholarly conference was held at the Chinese University of Hong
Kong. It was a genuinely global gathering, attracting speakers and guests from five
continents and twelve countries. As is usually the case nowadays, virtually all of the
arrangements for the conference — including the submission of paper proposals,
acceptance letters, planning, schedulm[g, and hotel reservations — were handled over
the Internet. What the speakers generally focused on in their presentations was science
fiction — the science fiction of the past and the present, the science fiction of literature
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and film, the science fiction of America, Europe, Africa, Asia, and...
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