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'Early China' refers to the period from the beginning of human history in China to the
end of the Han Dynasty in AD 220. The roots of modern Chinese society and culture are
all to be found in this formative period of Chinese civilization. Li Feng's new critical
interpretation draws on the most recent scholarship and archaeological discoveries
from the past thirty years. This fluent and engaging overview of early Chinese
civilization explores key topics including the origins of the written language, the rise of
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the state, the Shang and Zhou religions, bureaucracy, law and governance, the
evolving nature of war, the creation of empire, the changing image of art, and the
philosophical search for social order. Beautifully illustrated with a wide range of new
images, this book is essential reading for all those wanting to know more about the
foundations of Chinese history and civilization.

作者介绍: 

Li Feng, Columbia University, New York

Li Feng is Associate Professor of Early Chinese History and Archaeology at Columbia
University. Both a historian and an archaeologist, his research interests extend from
bronze inscriptions and Western Zhou history to broader issues such as the nature of
early states, bureaucracy, comparative literacy, cross-region cultural relations and
theories of social development. He is also an active archaeologist with extensive
fieldwork experience in China and Japan. Li's published English books include
Landscape and Power in Early China: The Crisis and Fall of the Western Zhou,
1045–771 BC (2006), Bureaucracy and the State in Early China: Governing the Western
Zhou (2008) and Writing and Literacy in Early China: Studies from the Columbia Early
China Seminar (co-editor, 2011).
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历史

海外中国研究

李峰

先秦

社会文化史

早期中国

考古

评论

除了几篇考古学论文，一本中文著作都没引用。但仍然是最新的一本早期中国（汉之前
）考古/社会/文化史综述。

-----------------------------
入门学习汉学视野下的中国上古史研究，极好！

-----------------------------
科学的方法与sinology的视角。基本不用传世文献，中文成果也基本不引。较推重的有
张光直、许倬云、董作宾与冯友兰。作为给西方学生入门的教材，有些介绍性内容对于
国人较无趣。
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资料书
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