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Over the last decade epidemiological studies have suggested that the risk of coronary
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heart disease, stroke mortality and hypertension is, in part, related to the environment
encountered during fetal life. In particular, maternal undernutrition during pregnancy
has been highlighted as a causal factor in the long-term programming of disease risk.
This book, which brings together the perspectives of leading researchers from Europe,
the USA and Australasia, provides the reader with a detailed account of the evidence
for and against the nutritional programming of human disease, and considers the
biological basis of programming. The book addresses a topic of great current interest
and controversy.
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