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The latest offering from the Reference Guides to the World's Cinema series, this critical
survey of key films, actors, directors and screenwriters during the silent era of the
American cinema offers a broad-ranging portrait of the motion picture production of
silent film. Detailed but concise alphabetical entries include over 100 film titles and 150
personnel. An introductory chapter explores the early growth of the new silent medium
while the final chapter of this encyclopaedic study examines the sophistication of the
silent cinema. These two chapters outline film history from its beginnings until the
perfection of synchronized sound, and reflect upon the themes and techniques
established with the silent cinema that continued into the sound era through modern
times. The annotated entries, alphabetically arranged by film title or personnel, include
brief bibliographies and filmographies. An appendix lists secondary but important
movies and their creators. Film and popular culture scholars should appreciate the
vast amount of information that has been culled from various sources and that builds
upon the increased studies and research of the past ten years.
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