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After the Civil War, Ingersoll embarked upon a career as a lecturer, touring the United
States to make his thoughts on religion, women's rights, and humanism known to all.
Some Mistakes of Moses, one of the most popular of these lectures, is a critical
examination of the "Pentateuch” (the first five books of the Bible). Ingersoll
passionately believed that the alleged divine origins of the Bible were not sufficient
reason for a suspension of critical judgement. His diatribe against Old Testament
reli%ion is a call for rationality, a quality sorely missing in this time of political upheaval
in the world in the name of religion.Ingersoll greatly feared that when the Bible was
read as truth rather than as a collection of fables, mankind would destroy itself in its
attempt to follow the teachings of Moses to the letter. Ingersoll fervently believed that
the mostimportant belief one can have is belief in man. "Theology is a superstition -
Humanity is a religion" - this was the credo of Robert G. Ingersoll. Now, a new

eneration of readers can thrill to Ingersoll's brilliant and witty rhetoric, just as great
thinkers Mark Twain, Thomas Edison, Eugene V Debs, and others did almost one
hundred years ago.
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