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The art of expressive harpsichord playing was lost when the instrument was replaced
by the piano in the nineteenth century. Despite the great strides in harpsichord
performance and building made during the last 100 years, the full expressive potential
of the instrument has not yet been realized, or sometimes even acknowledged by
professionals or amateurs. This book reveals the depth of expression that is possible
on the harpsichord, and teaches the performer how to achieve it. Previous books
devoted to playing the instrument have either been written for amateurs and
beginners with little or no experience on the harpsichord, or they take a scholarly
approach. This resource is written with a different goal in mind: teaching the art of
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expressive harpsichord playing to those who have had experience on the instrument,
and also to pianists and or%amsts who love the repertoire, and want to play it on the
keyboard instrument for which it was composed. Presented together with quotes from
the mostimportant primary sources on the instrument, the book contains more than
100 musical examgles in an easily-accessible format and one of the most
comprehensive bibliographies available.
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