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River Basin Management is a collection of papers presented at a conference on
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implementation of the EU Water Framework Directive, held in Budapest in May 2005.
The Water Framework Directive requires progressive protection and enhancement to
rivers, lakes, estuaries, coastal waters and wetlands by the year 2015. At the heart of
this major new piece of legislation is the requirement for all EU member states to
prepare river basin management plans for all river basin catchments, providing the
basis for coordinated improvements to water management, leading to better water
quality and sustainable aquatic environments in lakes and rivers. The papers cover a
wide range of topics including pilot studies for the development of river basin
management plans, public participation in the planning process, water quality
monitoring, modeling and analysis, identifying and addressing pollution and meeting
environmental objectives. The book presents an array of experience from eighteen
European countries in the implementation of the EU's most far reaching
environmental legislation. It is an invaluable source of information and ideas for the
widespread preparation of river basin management plans now starting throughout
Europe.
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