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A guide to the all-time must-have jazz recordings by a maven of the genre.

Possibly the twentieth century’s greatest musical innovation, jazz is now more
popular than it has been for the past fifty years. But with the plethora of new
recordings and the phenomenon in jazz of the same standards being recorded
seemingly by almost every artist and band or trio, it’s very hard to know where to
start or to improve a CD collection. 

The Essential Jazz Recordings provides a trustworthy, concise guide, heavily skewed to
Porter’s personal favourites and showcasing Canadian talent where it’s merited.
With background information on the music, the artist, and the recording, Porter
explains the unique merits of each recording, from Louis Armstrong to Wynton
Marsalis, Billie Holiday to Diana Krall. With this guide, dedicated jazz aficionados can
ensure a complete collection and novices can expand their knowledge. Both will
hugely enjoy the musical riches in The Essential Jazz Recordings .
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