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What is air? Why is the sky blue? Why do people react favorably to mountain or sea air?
How does desert air differ from the air of California's Central Valley? How is air pollution
affecting plants and animals? This book is a unique guide to the air we breathe in
California. More than a natural histork/ guide, it approaches this fascinating topic by
recognizing the overwhelming role played by humans in the story of California's air. In
a highly engaging style, David Carle explains daily weather patterns, seasonal climate,
characteristic winds, and sky phenomena. He explores air as the gases in our
atmosphere, but also considers the aspects of air that influence all of our senses - its
taste, smell, feel, and look. The guide discusses California's history of air qualit
management, air pollution and its effect on humans and the environment, and the
technological and individual measures needed to address these challenges. The book
also functions as a handbook for more environmentally conscious living by providing
information on alternative energy sources for consumers and tips for cleaner running
cars. It features 80 color photographs, 23 figures, 18 maps. It covers regional
differences of topography, weather, and the character of the air in California's fifteen
designated air basins. It includes a field guide to the sky, explaining color and light,
clouds and wind, and the nature ofﬂi%ht. It addresses issues surrounding globa
climate change in California. This is a book in the Californians and Their Environment
subseries, dedicated to understanding human influences on the state's ecology and
natural resources.
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