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Early in 2004, Sergeant First Class Jonathan Trouern-Trend of the Connecticut National
Guard began a year’s deployment in Iraq. He had been a birder from the age of 12, so
naturally he looked for birds during his free time on base and on trips “outside the
wire.” From nearly day one until he left Iraq, Trouern-Trend wrote about his sightings
in an online journal that attracted thousands of readers.

Now some of the highlights of his “Birding Babylon” blog are collected in this small,
beautiful volume, designed to resemble a birder’s journal. Cutting through the
politics of war like birdsong, it reminds us of our imperishable connection with nature;
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of how birds and their journeys tie the world together; of the persistence of life even in
a wasted land.
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觀鳥

伊拉克

评论

裝幀精美，不敢撥弄書頁。觀鳥不出奇，在戰場上的士兵觀鳥比較出奇。不過這位美國
大兵不是第一個在戰場上看雀仔之閒人。早在一戰時已經有這樣的士兵了。當然伊拉克
人們也熱愛觀鳥。宗教、文化、經濟、資源等等造成了人類的分歧，甚至戰爭。但一隻
在天空中自由飛翔的鳥兒，卻神奇地讓焦躁的人們坐在一起，靜靜看著它飛向遠方。。
。
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