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The first major study of the intersections between philosophy and law This volume
delivers systematic and sustained coverage of the many dimensions of legal thought,
and gives full expression to the true breadth and depth of the philosophy of law. Areas
covered include; The ways of understanding and the kinds of normativity used in the
law Studies in international, constitutional, criminal, administrative, persons and
property, contracts and tort areas of the law - including their historical origins and
world-wide ramifications Current le%al cultures - such as common law and civilian,
Furopean, and Aboriginal Influential jurisprudents and their biographies All influential
schools and methods Studies of important historical, cultural, and geographical
settings for legal philosophy Coverage ran%es from Machiavelli to Marx and from
Utilitarianism to the Fascist philosophy of [aw. As well as the consideration of current
legal cultures are treatments of other periods significant to legal thinking, such as the
Hellenistic, the sixteenth century and the Federalist. Discussion of the practice of legal
philosophy today In every major area where public policy gives rise to philosophica
Inquiry regarding the law, debates and discussions are covered in full: tort reform,
protection of life'and death, gay rights, objectives in punishment, non-putative
detention, international deterrence, and legitimacy of government are all
comprehensively studied. An invaluable and unique research resource Contributions
from approximately 400 prominent legal and philosophical scholars from around the
world complement the volume's international scope. Many of the contributors are
active participants in the issues discussed, making the book's focus a pertinent and
contemporary look at all the major topics under discussion in recent literature on
philosophy and law. Detailed bibliographies after each entry facilitate further research.
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