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By any standards, dogs are extraordinary animals. They have been part of human
society for longer than any other domestic species. They exist in a greater variety of
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different shapes and sizes, and they occupy a wider ecological niche, from pampered
pets and faithful servants to feral scavengers. Even our attitudes to dogs seem to
oscillate between extremes. On the one hand, the dog is man's best friend, on the
other, he is the despised and degraded outcast. This unique book seeks to expose the
real dog beneath the popular stereotypes. Its purpose is to provide a comprehensive,
state-of-the-art account of the domestic dog's natural history and behaviour based on
scientific and scholarly evidence rather than hearsay. Anyone with a serious interest in
Canis familiaris, its evolution, behaviour, and its place in our society will find The
Domestic Dog an indispensable and fascinating resource.
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James Serpell is the Marie A. Moore Professor of Humane Ethics and Animal Welfare at
the School of Veterinary Medicine, University of Pennsylvania, where he also directs the
Center for the Interaction of Animals & Society. He received his bachelor's degree in
Zoology from University College London (UK) in 1974, and his PhD in Animal Behavior
from the University of Liverpool (UK) in 1980. He moved to his current position at the
University of Pennsylvania in 1993. Dr. Serpell is the current President of the
International Society for Anthrozoology (ISAZ). He serves on the editorial boards of
most of the major journals on animal welfare, applied animal behavior, and
human-animal interactions. His research focuses on the behavior and welfare of
companion animals, the development of human attitudes to animals, and the history
of human-animal relationships. In addition to publishing more than 70 journal articles
and book chapters on these and related topics, he is the author, editor, or co-editor of
several books including Animals & Human Society: Changing Perspectives (1994), The
Domestic Dog: Its Evolution, Behavior & Interactions with People (1995), In the
Company of Animals (1996), and Companion Animals & Us (2000).
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