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The fastest animal alive, the falcon deserves attention not just for the combination of
speed, power, beauty and ferocity that have made it an object of fascination for
thousands of years, but for the light it sheds on the cultures through which it has flown.
This book, bridging science and cultural history, surveys the practical and symbolic
uses of falcons in human culture in new and exciting ways. Helen Macdonald describes
the complete history of the bird, ranging across the globe and over many millennia, as
well as incorporating the latest scientific discoveries. There are chapters on falcon
natural history; myth and legend; falconry; conservation; falcons in the military, in
urban settings and the corporate world. Along the way the reader will discover how
falcons were mobilized in secret military projects, their links with espionage, the Third
Reich and the space programme, and how they've featured in erotic stories. The book
explores their veneration as gods in Ancient Egypt, their role as culturalicons in the
Middle East, and their recruitment by the advertising industry to promote all manner of
products, from photocopiers to jet planes. Falcon combines in-depth practical,
personal and scientific knowledge of falcons with a strong analytical perspective on
the place of these birds in human history. It will be enjoyed by specialists and
non-specialists alike: lovers of the countryside, birdwatchers or anyone who has ever
wondered why falcons are so compelling,
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Historian of science, birdwatcher, and falconer, Helen Macdonald has kept trained
falcons since she was eleven. After working in falcon conservation biology in Britain
and the United Arab Emirates, she became a Research Fellow of Jesus College,
Cambridge. She works on the cultural history of nature, specialising in the history of
ornithology, ecology, amateur natural history, and the relationship between nature
and the military. Her books include His for Hawk.
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Animal is a pioneering series from Reaktion Books. The first of its kind to explore the
historical significance and impact on humans of a wide range of animals, each book in
the series takes a different animal and examines its role in history around the wor...
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