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Thomas Hardy’ s almost supernatural insight into the course of wayward lives, his
instinctive feeling for the beauty of the rurallandscape, and his power to invest that
landscape with moral significance all came together in an utterly fluent way in The
Mayor of Casterbridge . A classically shaped story about the rise and fall of the
brooding and sometimes brutal Michael Henchard in the harsh world of
nineteenth-century rural England, The Mayor of Casterbridge is an emblematic product
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of Hardy” s maturity-vigorous, forceful, and unclouded by illusions.
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finally finished. it was a good—read in general. | could hardly repress my tears reading
the final part. It seems to me to be a story of humanity. Henchamﬂsthecomnﬂex
humanity incarnated. He is impulsive, a bit too self-esteemed but good-hearted. .
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".But herstronﬁ sense that neither she nor any human being deserved less than was
iven, did not blind her to the fact that there were others receiving less who had
eserved much more.’
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