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The Nice were Keith Emerson's band prior to superstardom in Emerson, Lake and
Palmer. Formed as a backing band for soul singer PP Arnold, The Nice laid the
foundations for what would become progressive rock. Their debut album mixed rock
with jazz and classical music, and their hard rock reinvention of Leonard Bernstein's
'America' propelled them into the US and UK charts, influencing their biggest fan, Jimi
Hendrix, to reinterpret 'The Star Spangled Banner'.

'The Story of The Nice: Hang on to a Dream', first published in 2002 and now fully
revised and updated, chronicles the history of the band. Drawing on interviews with
band members and their associates, together with archive sources, it is a fascinating
tale of musical ambition, engagingly told with a keen eye for period detail.
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