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This book provides a critical history of readers? advisory philosophy and offers a new
perspective on the evolution of the service. The book analyzes the debate that shaped
readers? advisory and discusses how the service has assumed its present form. The
study follows readers? advisory through its three prominent stages of development,
beginning with the period 1870 to 1916, when the service was still a subject of much
crucial debate about its meaning and purpose. During the second phase (1917 to
1962), readers? advisory systematically committed itself to meaningful adult education
through serious and purposeful reading. The book argues, however, that during the
most recent phase of readers? advisory, from 1963 until the present, contemporary
public libraries have turned their backs on the rich heritage of readers? advisory
services by valorizing the reading of entertainment-oriented and commodified genre
titles and bestsellers.
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