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The Bearded Dragon Manual provides the essential information all devoted bearded
dragon owners need to meet the demands of these beautiful, naturally tame reptiles.
Since reptiles are cold-blooded creatures, most humans don’t instinctively
understand their requirements the way they understand the needs of a cat or dog.
Herp expert Philippe de Vosjoli and his team of veterinarians and authors seek to make
keepers confident in their ability to properly care for their bearded dragons through
this most informative book. A key component of caring for bearded dragons, according
to the authors, is recognizing that their needs change as they develop. De Vosjoli states
in the introduction to the book, “Looking at the life stages of bearded dragons also
made [the authors] aware that, like humans, they undergo changes in growth and
behavior, which may require the dedicated owner to make adjustments in husbandry
(and general care) to meet the needs of each life style.” The Bearded Dragon Manual
is the first book to present this information that is so critical to the proper maintenance
of these very popular reptiles.

Colorfully illustrated, The Bearded Dragon Manual provides chapter-length coverage
on the following topics: selecting a dragon, making a home for a dragon, heating and
lighting, diet and feeding management, and behavior. The feeding chapter, which
includes as age-by-age guide to nutrition, was co-written with veterinarian Dr. Susan
Donoghue. A chapter on breeding discusses strategies for breeding dragons,
requirements, conditioning, incubation, and potential problems encountered. Lizard
vet extraordinaire Dr. Roger Klingenberg has written a chapter on recognizing and
treating bearded dragon diseases, in which he discusses how to recognize a sick
dragon, various internal and external parasites, nutritional disorders as well as kidney
disease, prolapses, egg-binding, respiratory infections, and eye problems. The chapter
concludes with a four-page chart for troubleshooting health problems. Herb expert
Jerry Cole has provided a special chapter on frilled dragons, an agamid similar to the
bearded dragon that has attracted many bearded dragon fans. Appendices and index
included.
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