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Although the many common birds of the Upper Midwest are lovely to hear and see,
there is no doubt that the uncommon birds attract more attention. In this gorgeously
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illustrated companion to their "Fifty Common Birds of the Upper Midwest, " which
provided a new appreciation of the not-so-ordinary beauty and life ways of familiar
birds, illustrator Dana Gardner and writer Nancy Overcott celebrate the rarer birds of
the Upper Midwest. The authors selected species that are uncommon because of
dwindling populations, species that may be common elsewhere but not in the Upper
Midwest, species that may be abundant one year and absent the next, and species that
are usually present but seldom seen. Beginning with the surf scoter with its
multicolored bill and ending with the gregarious evening grosbeak, which resembles a
giant goldfinch, they pair watercolors of each species with text that portrays its life
cycle, its vocalizations and distribution. Throughout, Overcott's personable text is
infused with the pleasures of her twenty-plus years of living and birding in Minnesota's
Big Woods and her dedication to preserving natural resources, and Gardner's
paintings-each a gorgeous reminder of the rare qualities of these uncommon birds
from this renowned illustrator of bird life worldwide-emphasize her call for
conservation efforts. The annotated bibliography includes online information about
national and international organizations that focus on birds or that affect birds
through conservation, as well as information about a variety of books and journals for
beginning to experiencedbirders.
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