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From Library Journal

This excellent guide to classical music discography ranges over the entire history of
recorded sound, with 50-plus contributors covering some 500 composers. In contrast
to most guides of its kind, headnote information (e.g., label, disc numbers, performers,
and the like) is presented in the text in summary form only, with boldface alerting
readers to particular performers and recommended recordings. Usually, a composer
entry begins with a short assessment of the composer's work and historical
significance, followed by a discussion of the recordings. Besides the main 1100-page
composer section, editor Morin, a contributor to several prestigious musical
publications, allotted sections to genres and instruments/artists. The main
competition to this work is The Penguin Guide to Compact Discs, outin a new edition
this year. Both are mammoth works, but some minor composers/works in one are not
in the other (and vice versa). For certain major composers, Penguin is superior, but in
general the nod goes to the newcomer, especially for its coverage of "genre" music not
included in Penguin (the film music of Korngold, for example, is not mentioned in
Pen%um) and more complete entries on important minor composers (such as Viotti).
Ideally, libraries should own both books to cover the classical scene fully. (The "About
the Book" section of Classical Music states that, like Penguin, it will be updated
periodically.) This fascinating and readable survey is recommended for all libraries.

Bruce R. Schueneman, Texas A&M Univ. Lib., Kingsville
Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.
Product Description

Ranging from Gregorian chant to Philip Glass, this well-balanced guide to historical
and comtemporary classical music examines magorvvorks by 500 composers
worldwide. It focuses on exemplary recordings of symphonies, operas, concertos,
choral pieces, chamber music, piano pieces and other works performed by an
internatinoal spectrum of premier conductors, musicians and vocalists. Incisive, often
anecdotal critiques define the distinctive style and interpretation of thousands of
selected works and recordings. Composers profiled and reviewed include: Bach,
Beethoven, Bernstein, Brahms, Chopin, Copland, Czerny, Debussy, Gershwin, Gilbert &
Sullivan, Handel, Haydn, Mozart, Prokofieff, Puccini, Reich, Schubert, Tchaikovsky,
VarAse, Wagner and hundreds of others.
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Alexander Morin founded the Aldine Publishing Company. He lives in Washington, D.C.
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