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Most of the essays in this book were first collected together in October 1931,
immediately after Britain had left the gold standard. They reflected Keynes's attempts
over the previous dozen years to influence public opinion and policy over the Treaty of
Versailles, over which he had resigned from the Treasury in June 1919, reparations and
inter-allied war debts, stabilisation policy, the gold standard and the shape of liberal
politics in Britain. In 1972 the essays were reprinted but with the full texts of the
pamphlets he had included -- Can Lloyd George Do it?, The Economic Consequences
of Mr. Churchill, A Short View of Russia, and The End of Laissez Faire. At that time, the
full texts of his of his two post-1931 pamphlets -- The Means to Prosperity and How to
Pay for the War -- were added. As a result the book contains examples of Keynes's
finest writing on economic policy and politics.
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"l especially recommend Keynes' essays on persuasion. Reading Keynes will make you
smarter about securities and markets. I'm not sure reading most economist would do
the same." - Warren Buffett - (OID June 23, 1989)
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