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In Greenwood's latest he catches up with Hawk and Zeke, who banded together as the
two misfits in the Maxwell clan. Hawk is the son of a Comanche chief and a white
woman, and Zeke was a black slave sold to the same farmers who abused Buck in The
Cowboys: Buck (1998). Resigned to a future as bachelors and social outcasts, they sink
all their money into a small Arizona ranch and a string of horses they plan to breed. As
they bring the last of the mares, heavy with foals, home, they spy a broken-down
wagon and stop to help. It's full of saloon girls, and Hawk and Zeke elect to escort
them on the trail, although their lives are complicated immeasurably by the attraction
they feel for two of the women. Greenwood's compelling western romance offers
cameo appearances of characters from his earlier series, including Seven Brides, and it
is chock-full of action and adventure, brimming with colorful scenery, and bristling with
clashes between well-developed characters.
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