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At one point during the very first Jazz Fest, there were about three hundred musicians
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and volunteers, and only about fifty people in the audience. When people began to
sneak in without paying, that was all right, because at least people were there.Try to
imagine that today Now, tens of thousands of people swarm to the New Orleans
Fairgrounds to experience the cacophony of culture that is the world-famous New
Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival. Collected here are some of the quintessential
photographs and stories that provide a first-hand glimpse of the onstage spectacle
and the backstage stories of the festival from its beginning.
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