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Yingjin Zhang guides the reader through the development of Chinese film criticism,
Eomtmg out that Western critics have studied a comparatively small number of films
rom a much larger body of work, often with a unidirectional Eurocentric bias. The
result has been that the few have influenced the many, perpetuating a cycle of
production of films from China that bow to the Western notion of "Chineseness." As a
corrective, the author introduces readers to a much larger canon of film and proposes
a multidirectional model of film studies, one that allows for a Western reading o
Chinese film yet also recognizes Chinese cinema's own voice.
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Yingjin Zhang is Professor of Chinese Literature and Film, Comparative Literature, and
Cultural Studies at University of California, San Diego.
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As a meticulous chronicler and note-taker, Zhang assembles historical accounts and

way too many quotes into this ambitiously structured and potentially substantial book
while leaving his original remarks so little space that they are equally susceptible to the
criticism he wages against the previous scholarships. A handy catalogue to me though.
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