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This work, originally published in 1772, was intended as a popular digest of the more
elaborately developed philosophy presented by Holbach in his magnum opus,
"Systeme de la nature" ("The System of Nature", 1770). In 206 very brief chapters,
Holbach systematically presents the atheistic challenge to religion, critiquing point by
point every contention of religion from the nature of God to the existence of the soul,
belief in miracles, heaven and hell, the divine right of kings, the role of the priesthood,
and many other points of dogma and tradition.
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