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Itis often argued that a very special sort of consciousness went into creating Islamic
art, that Islamic art is very different from other forms of art, that Muslims are not
allowed to portray human beings in their art, and that calligraphy is the supreme
Islamic art form. Oliver Leaman challenges all of these ideas and argues that they are
misguided. Instead, he suggests that the criteria we should apply to Islamic art are
identical to the criteria applicable to art in general, and that the attempt to put Islamic
art into a special category is a result of orientalism. Leaman criticizes the influence of
Sufism on Islamic aesthetics and contends that it is generally misleading regarding
both the nature of Islam and artistic expression. He discusses issues arising in painting,
calligraphy, architecture, gardens, literature, films, and music and pays close attention
to the teachings of the Qur'an. In particular he asks what it would mean for the Qur'an
to be a miraculous literary creation, and he analyzes two passages in the Qur'an--those
of Yusuf and Zulaykha (Joseph and Zuleika) and King Sullayman (Solomon) and the
Queen of Sheba. His arguments draw on examcfles from history, art, philosopf&y,
theology, and the artefacts of the Islamic world, and challenge accepted paradigms for
analyzing Islamic art.
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