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Since he published The Myth of Mental Illness in 1961, Thomas Szasz has been a
provocative and polarizing figure, bitterly denounced by some, lovingly defended by
others, simultaneously baffling, exasperating, and entertaining to many. In Szasz Under
Fire, thirteen outstanding writers criticize Szasz's ideas on specific issues such as the
reality of mental illness, physician-assisted suicide, addiction, and the insanity defense.
Szasz replies to each criticism in detail, with his famous clarity, forcefulness, and
occasional acerbity. Szasz Under Fire includes the first published autobiographical
essay by Szasz and a complete bibliography of his writings. The foremost opponent of
psychiatric dogma, psychiatric practice, and the hubris of politicized medicine, Szasz
has argued passionately and knowledgeably against compulsory commitment of the
mentally ill, against the war on drugs, against the insanity defense in criminal trials,
against the "diseasing" of addiction and homosexuality, and for the right to suicide. His
books include Sex by Prescription (1980), The Untamed Tongue (1990), Our Right to
Drugs (1992), Cruel Compassion (1994), Fatal Freedom (1999), Pharmacracy (2001), and
Liberation by Oppression (2002).
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