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Hans-Georg Gadamer is considered to have made the most important contribution to
hermeneutics of this century through his major work, Truth and Method. Born in
Marburg on February 11, 1900, he earned his doctorate under Paul Natorp, the Plato
scholar, in 1922 and completed his habilitation thesis on Plato's dialectical ethics
under Martin Heidegger in 1928. He spent the major portion of his teaching career at
the University of Heidelberg, becoming emeritus professor in 1968. In retirement he
became widely known in the United States through his regular fall courses at Boston
college and his numerous lectures at major universities throughout the century.
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