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The seductive nature of evil is fully embraced by Baudelaire, Nietzsche, and Hitler.
Instead of viewing these men in their traditional roles as poet, philosopher, and
politician, Hill takes their most notorious writings and points out the insights, images,
and surprising facts about evil in their interpretations. Viewing these men as thinkers
presents an opportunity to see their powerful imaginations at work, mixing theories
with observations and actions to reach their final attitude toward power. However, as
the author demonstrates, ideas put on paper are not the same as ideas put into action.
The book makes the transition from written theories to the real world with historical
and current examples of oppression, violence, and torture. Covering many disciplines
— philosophy, history, politics, ethics, psychology, literature, aesthetics, religion, and
sociology — the book draws on extensive present-day scholarship of Nietzsche, the
problem of evil, and the Holocaust and argues persuasively that power can be
imposed through nonviolent movements.
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